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Invasive Weeds Threaten Rare Toad
and a Small Town’s Economy
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n 1994, residents near Nevada’s Oasis Valley
learned that a native amphibian, the
Amargosa Toad, had been nominated for the
endangered species list. As the only habitat
where the small, rare toad resides, Oasis
Valley is home to the one of the few wet
portions of the United States’ longest underground river, the Amargosa. The 12-mile
stretch of river provides shallow, clear water
that the toad needs to live and reproduce.
Increasing infestations of invasive weeds
threaten this water supply and its unique
inhabitant.

Rare Amargosa Toads call the Oasis Valley home.
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serve the toad’s water supply in the Oasis Valley.
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Saltcedar is a serious threat to the Amargosa River water supply.
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